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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2021–22) BILL 2021 
APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2021–22) BILL 2021 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from 14 September. 
DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [12.31 pm]: I rise to contribute to this debate, but 
before I get into the substance of my contribution, can I say what a sad day it is for Western Australia and what 
a tawdry effort we have seen from this government manifested today in the presentation of the Ministerial Expert 
Committee on Electoral Reform: Final report to the Parliament. Here we have a Premier sitting opposite who denied 
seven times before the election that electoral reform was on the agenda, yet we see a report before this Parliament 
that will, if its recommendations are enacted, gut regional representation in Western Australia. It is an absolute 
disgrace, and an absolute betrayal of regional Western Australia. If ever there was a time for regional Labor members 
to stand up, now is it—stand up and reject this destruction of regional voting in Western Australia. 
Several members interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I now move on to my substantive reply to the budget. The budget presented by the Treasurer last 
Thursday is both a lucky budget and a lazy budget. It is lucky because of the massive surplus. In addition, the retention 
again in the budget of dividends inside the government trading enterprises is due entirely to windfall royalty revenues 
and the GST fix delivered by the federal Liberal government. It is lazy because outside a firehose of cash to put 
out self-created crises in health, education and housing, the budget completely misses the opportunity to prepare 
our economy for the inevitable downturn that will follow the current resources boom. In essence, this government 
believes that managing the COVID-19 pandemic has been its only requirement over the last four years. Managing 
COVID has been important; however, it does not excuse the complete mismanagement of nearly every other sector 
of the economy. 
In a normal time, health, law and order and education are the top priorities for any government. All these important 
sectors are in crisis. In addition, the government has completely mismanaged the public housing sector, directly 
leading to a homelessness crisis that is now contributing to the loss of people’s lives. One area in particular is an 
unforgivable failure in this budget and that is the complete lack of any economic vision for the state of Western Australia. 
It does nothing to deal with the headwinds facing Western Australia in the short and longer terms, such as a reduction 
in commodity prices, ongoing trade tensions and the global unwinding of the fiscal stimulus packages that have 
been implemented because of COVID. 
This budget needed a WA plan for economic diversification, but there is nothing of substance in the budget that 
shows any serious effort to achieve this outcome. We have seen a massive income growth. We have seen an enormous 
amount of self-congratulatory commentary from the Premier; Treasurer about the outstanding fiscal management 
that has led to the current operating surplus. Yesterday in question time, in answer to a question from his own side, 
we heard the Premier lambasting the previous Liberal–National government for its economic failures and praising 
himself for his outstanding effort in restoring the budget surplus. In fact, the surplus has occurred despite this Labor 
government, not because of it. 
Let us have a quick examination of the difference between forecast and actual government revenue leading into this 
period and from the previous government. We have seen with this government just in the last year unprecedented revenue 
growth of 25 per cent alone. Over the four years, this government has enjoyed a 60 per cent unbudgeted increase in 
revenue due to GST and iron ore royalty revenue. If we look at the final estimates of 2016–17, we see that the total 
revenue estimated out to four years from that estimate was $25.299 billion. What did we actually see? We saw revenue, 
which this government had nothing to do with—it had nothing to do with a single thing that this government did—
of $40.175 billion. That is an eye-watering 58.8 per cent increase in revenue. That is the only thing that has contributed 
to this outcome. It has nothing whatsoever to do with the performance of this government. If we look at health — 
Ms C.M. Rowe interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: One thing the member should do is actually read the budget papers and not rely on the press 
releases of her own Premier. The press releases of her own Premier, firstly, cannot be trusted and, secondly, put 
spin on this topic. 
The single most important and concerning item in this budget is expenditure on health. The Treasurer has boasted 
of an additional $1.9 billion to deal with WA Labor’s health crisis. The public of Western Australia is being led to 
believe that $1.9 billion more will be spent on health over last year’s expenditure—that is, a cumulative total over the 
next four years. In fact, this total can be derived only by comparing it with forecast expenditure from the 2020–21 
budget. This budget allocates only around $150 million above the 2020–21 actual expenditure. The Treasurer is 
saying that he is adding $1.9 billion over the next four years to what he initially planned to spend last year. However, 
as we have seen with the dreadful health outcomes in WA over the last four years, the amount he initially planned 
for the WA health budget last year was woefully inadequate. Members may cast their minds back to 2018 when the 
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Premier, the Treasurer and the Minister for Health at the time were boasting that they had cut health expenditure. 
Look at the consequence we have seen of that—all the crises that face our state now. 
Ms C.M. Rowe interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Belmont! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: The actual expenditure from the 2020–21 budget was obviously impacted by the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as the member raised. That required additional medical personnel in quarantine facilities, 
vaccination centres and COVID testing centres. The assumption underpinning this budget is clearly based on the 
assumption that these resources can be diverted to dealing with the crisis facing our health system—record ambulance 
ramping, staff shortages, the utter exhaustion of frontline health workers, delays in critical surgeries and inadequate 
maternity services. In fact, this budget only allocated money for the COVID crisis going out two years. After that, 
there is no particular allocation for that. My great concern is that the assumption that somehow that additional 
expenditure that was allocated to COVID will suddenly be converted into additional resources in general medical 
services is completely unrealistic. 
Ms C.M. Rowe interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Belmont! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: That is completely unrealistic. In particular—I think this is a major concern and should be a major 
concern for everyone in this chamber—the assumption that we will not need an ongoing increase in the number of 
health workers to deal with the COVID epidemic is completely unrealistic. 
Ms C.M. Rowe interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Expert health professionals have made it abundantly clear that COVID-19 will be present as an 
ongoing risk to our community for decades—not months; not a couple of years. Despite vaccinations, COVID-19 
will continue to mutate and spread around the world. Vaccinations will reduce the rate of infection and the severity 
of COVID symptoms. Vaccinations will reduce the rate of disease spread in an open society; however, they will 
not prevent the spread of the disease. Some people who have been vaccinated will catch COVID, and, tragically, 
some people who catch COVID will become seriously ill and some will die, despite being vaccinated. By its nature, 
a highly infectious disease like COVID-19 will require a larger amount of medical resource than most other illnesses; 
hence, once we return to more normal border controls, our health system will face an inevitable increase in workload 
from ongoing COVID-related illness. The budget appears to completely ignore this risk. I am absolutely fascinated 
to know what modelling the government carried out to underpin its budget assumptions, particularly its assumption 
that it could effectively eliminate additional COVID expenditure and turn that into general health expenditure. What 
additional medical resources and services will be required to manage the increased workload on our health system 
due to COVID-19? What additional resources will be required to deal with our current medical crises in addition 
to these COVID-related illnesses? 
My suspicion and concern is that the health system will require an ongoing substantial investment simply to cope 
with the increased workload due to COVID-19-related illnesses. If that is the case, how is the government intending 
to fund the additional health workers and resources needed for the ongoing management of COVID-19? Even with 
the significant funding injection in 2021, Western Australians under a Labor government still had record ambulance 
ramping, regular code yellow internal disasters in hospitals and cancelled elective surgeries, and had a burnt-out 
and stressed workforce. The truth is that this Labor government has continually underspent on health over the past 
four and a half years. If we compare health expenditure in 2016–17 with the projected expenditure in 2024–25, 
expenditure has only increased by around 2.5 per cent a year. What the budget actually shows is that total health 
expenditure, including the COVID response, only increases by around $140 million in 2021–22 above the 2020–21 
actual. If the “COVID-19 response” line item is removed from the total underlying health expenditure, then, in 
this financial year, the increase is $322 million, which is 3.2 per cent; in 2022–23, the increase is in fact less than 
one per cent, that is $90 million; in 2023–24, the increase is $269 million, around 2.7 per cent; and in 2024–25, the 
budget shows an increase of $418 million, which is four per cent. Over four years, the budget total only increases 
by 11.3 per cent. Many members in this place will know that health professionals believe that the cost of health 
services has a growth rate of around four per cent a year. Current expenditure is substantially below the required 
level. As I said, the expected growth over four years at four per cent is around 17 per cent, hence there is a 5.7 per cent 
gap between the budget forecast increases in expenditure and the likely increases of around $555 million. If that estimate 
of a four per cent increase is correct, then the gap between that and the expenditure over that four-year period is quite 
eye-watering. In fact, over this budget and the next three years, the cumulative gap between what the government 
has planned to do and that four per cent level is $1.54 billion. Members, that is the problem that we have seen over 
the last four and a half years—the government believing that it could simply reduce health expenditure by telling 
health bureaucrats that it was cutting its budget, and us ending up with a chronically underfunded health system. 
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It may be possible to achieve that if the government had any stated plans to improve the efficient delivery of medical 
services. However, we have not heard one thing from the Minister for Health or the Treasurer, or seen one thing in 
this budget, that shows any effort whatsoever to improve the efficient delivery of service. Furthermore, this Labor 
government has shown a complete incapacity to improve the efficiency of any services. Remember the wasted 
$300 million investment to reduce the public service by 3 000 people? What did this government do? It spent the 
$300 million. The public service went up by 7 000 before COVID. It was reduced by 3 000 and went up by 7 000, 
a net difference of 10 000, and the government spent the $300 million, so a number of public servants got handsome 
payouts. The government actually increased the public service. It has shown no capacity to increase the efficiency 
of our health services. 
Members may philosophically think that is a good thing to increase public service; I am not going to debate that 
matter right now. What I am saying is that the typical growth in health expense is at least four per cent per annum. 
That has been true for an enormous period of time. Treasury uses two inflation figures for cost—one for health and 
one for everything else. Health is always greater. This government’s increase in expenditure does not go anywhere 
near that. What I am predicting out of this budget in the next three and a half years of this government is an ongoing 
and worsening health crisis in this state. The government has underestimated the effort that is going to be required 
to manage COVID in this state and has significantly underestimated the effort that is required to cope with just the 
normal growth in the cost of health services facing this state, and that is exactly why we have a health crisis now. 
Ms C.M. Rowe interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Member, that is exactly why we have a health crisis now. 
Ms C.M. Rowe interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Belmont! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: The government has not done this properly; it has not done the work. The minister has not done 
the work. This budget is inadequate. 
I will go on. I ask: how is the government going to cope? At the moment, we see that the government copes by 
having people left sitting in ambulances. The really egregious thing is that we saw this contribution to the health — 
Ms C.M. Rowe interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): Member for Belmont, I call you to order for the first time. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: What we see now is a direct consequence of this government mismanaging the health services 
of Western Australia. Who pays the price? This government runs around slapping itself on the back saying what 
a wonderful job it has done with COVID. 
Ms C.M. Rowe interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Belmont, you have been called to order once. I suggest you take that seriously. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much. 
We are seeing seriously ill people sitting in ambulances; that is now up above 6 000 hours a month. We are seeing 
people who cannot get critical surgery. I have spoken to people who require surgery but are stuck in their houses. 
They literally cannot get out of their house because they are elderly and immobile. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: They cannot access scheduled surgery. They have waited two or three years for this surgery; 
now they are being told they cannot have it. This is making their life a misery. How the member can interject on that 
point is utterly beyond me. She clearly does not care about those people. 
Let us move on to the flagship project of this government, Metronet. At the 2017 election, WA Labor costed its 
flagship Metronet project at $2.945 billion. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Because of the COVID crisis, many Western Australians would be unaware that this budget 
reveals that under WA Labor, if we include the moneys that have already been spent, Metronet has more than doubled 
in price to at least $7.365 billion. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I can tell the minister that I have been through that detail and taken all of that in. He can cut 
this any way he likes, but the cost of the original stated project has more than doubled. The Minister for Mines and 
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Petroleum is a man who likes detail. The cost has more than doubled for the original scoped project. The minister 
can try to weasel his way out of it and he can try to say that federal money — 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Mines and Petroleum, the Leader of the Liberal Party has the call. I would 
encourage the Leader of the Liberal Party to direct his remarks to the chair, and also the minister to cease interjecting. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker, and I will do so. 
That budget has more than doubled for the original scope. The Treasurer and the Minister for Transport have overseen 
the largest cost blowout of any capital project in the history of this state. Only one thing has been coming out of 
that project. Have we seen an inch of line laid under the proposed Metronet project that was not commenced by 
the previous government? We have not seen one inch, but there have been plenty of announcements. Is there 
one station that people can go to and say, “Yep, I’m getting on a train.” We are four and a half years in, and there is 
not one station that they can walk into. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: The Ellenbrook rail line is not done. We see all this work — 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Belmont, member for Victoria Park and member for Wanneroo! I really 
do want to impress on members that yesterday, speeches on the budget were largely heard in an orderly fashion. 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I will not be interrupted, member for Swan Hills. I call you to order for the first time. 
Government members of this place should also be aware of the numbers in this place and therefore give the Leader of 
the Liberal Party an opportunity to speak. I will not be interrupted while I am on my feet. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker. 
Here we are in the fifth year of the Labor government and none of that has been delivered for the people of 
Western Australia. The Minister for Transport, as Minister for Planning, has been so focused on removing any 
community input into planning decisions that she has completely lost focus on managing the Metronet project 
and budget. 
Again, this is a secretive government. It has not articulated any of the detail of the cost of this project, the cost blowouts 
of this project or the scope of this project. This is something that is invisible to the people of Western Australia. It 
is the hallmark of an obsessively secretive government. We on this side of the chamber are seeing that increasingly. 
Whether it is through requests for information or through questions, particularly in the Legislative Council, we are 
seeing a government that progressively refuses to provide information to us and to the public of Western Australia. 
This government has no economic plan for the future of Western Australia. It did not take any economic road map 
to the recent state election and it has not delivered any economic reforms or visions in this budget. There is no plan 
in this budget or under this Labor Treasurer to diversify our state economy and open up new international markets, 
given our current over-reliance on the iron ore industry. Now we are seeing a dramatic reduction in the price of iron 
ore, which I suspect is due to action by the Chinese government around the winter Olympics. It is also a portent of 
things to come. We can anticipate that there will be a substantial reduction in the price of iron ore, and that has 
been predicted by a number of forecasters. 
We have also seen enormous damage to international and interstate tourism businesses. Education, hospitality and 
services in certain sectors of that market have been decimated by COVID. Other sectors have been hit by interstate 
trade restrictions and border controls, which are stopping even vaccinated Western Australians from coming home. 
It is clear that this Treasurer does not have the capacity, or maybe the will, to deliver meaningful economic vision. 
There are numerous economic headwinds facing Western Australia that we need to be prepared for. As I have said, 
iron ore revenue will be impacted by a significant fall in the price of iron ore. We have a chronic skills shortage in 
the housing, construction, agriculture, mining and hospitality sectors that is not being addressed, and the WA Labor 
Treasurer is unable or unwilling to find solutions. What we needed in this state budget was an urgent and significant 
focus on economic diversification, including building the new global industries of the future, such as the international 
advantage that our midwest region has for future jobs in hydrogen and renewable energy, critical rare earth minerals, 
new manufacturing industries and value-adding services. 
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I want to dwell on that a little bit. Yesterday in response to some questions, the Premier and others referred to the 
investment of $60 million into the hydrogen industry. The government is making an investment of $60 million. 
What do we see in terms of a substantive commitment by this government to initiate and build new industries in the 
midwest of Western Australia? We see a roundabout to nowhere. The only budget commitment for Oakajee, which 
the government has said is going to be the epicentre of a new hydrogen-based industry in Western Australia, is 
$7.5 million for a roundabout to nowhere. 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I will tell the member what that roundabout will do. 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, the Leader of the Liberal Party has the call. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Acting Speaker; I know that you care. 
That $7.5 million roundabout to nowhere will not do one thing to encourage one single business to set up in the 
Oakajee estate. I am certain that the Minister for Mines and Petroleum would have seen—he must have had some 
representation from BP—that BP did a detailed study of whether it could establish in that area. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: BP said that, yes, there was an economic case for developing hydrogen-based ammonia and other 
downstream processing at that site, but that it could not do it without the enabling infrastructure in place. I have 
spoken to a large range of businesses — 
Mr W.J. Johnston: No, you haven’t. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I have spoken to a large range of businesses — 
Mr W.J. Johnston: That’s untrue. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: — that are considering building facilities in that area and I can tell the Minister for Mines and 
Petroleum that those industries, to an industry, have all said that the lack of enabling infrastructure at Oakajee will 
prevent them from developing at that port. As a consequence, we see projects announced at Kwinana and Karratha, 
but we will not see — 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Mines and Petroleum! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: We will not see any significant development in that estate during the term of this government. 
That is what the government will not see, because it does not have the 330-kilovolt tie-in, it does not have the roads 
and it does not have the water or other infrastructure that that estate needs to go ahead. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Mines and Petroleum! 
Dr D.J. HONEY: The minister can interject all he likes; the proof of the pudding will be in the eating. He will 
achieve nothing and that is the simple truth of it. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: You have no idea what you’re talking about. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I will tell the minister what. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I have four minutes to go, minister, and I want to get on to the rest of my speech. There will be 
no person in this house — 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Acting Speaker, please? 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Mines and Petroleum! If there was an actual contribution to be made 
between the two speakers, I might entertain interjections, but it does not seem like there is. I think the point has been 
made. The Leader of the Liberal Party to conclude his contribution. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Mr Acting Speaker. 
There will be no person in this Parliament happier than I if we see substantive development on that site. Unfortunately, 
I believe that that is simply a wish. It will not happen because this government has not made the contribution it 
should be making in that industrial estate and other areas. A few million dollars thrown around for cooperative 
resources centres and projects is not what industry needs to commence and make a major contribution in that 
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area. Mining companies will, of their own volition, commence energy projects, but downstream manufacturing at 
Oakajee is a pipedream at the moment. The government is focused on an outer harbour where we already have 
a harbour. It is planning to invest billions of dollars on that harbour when those billions of dollars could be spent 
to create tens of thousands of new jobs and exciting new industries for Western Australia. 
I referred to state debt at the start of my contribution. This government has received around $15 billion of additional 
windfall revenue, which is effectively $15 000 for every single household in Western Australia. What is that money 
being used for? Where has it gone? How has it helped to put Western Australia ahead? Where is that social dividend 
investment? I remember when Labor talked about the debt monster. That was outlined by the Leader of the Opposition 
yesterday. Labor was going to pay debt down like a mortgage, but what do we see? We see that across the four years 
of this budget, debt is going up again. Those eye-watering windfall gains have not gone into debt reduction. We 
have heard nonsense in this place about the debt that was carried over by the former Liberal–National government, 
but the simple truth is that the debt forecasts were based on a substantially reduced income stream for the government 
at that time. This government talks about smoothing capital projects—we heard this nonsense yesterday. There is 
only one reason that it talks about smoothing capital projects and that is because it is completely unable to execute 
them. When we look at what has happened over the past four years and compare the Labor government’s planned 
capital spend with its actual spend, there is a $4.2 billion gap between what it said it would do and spend and what 
it has delivered. This government is incapable of delivering on its own stated capital projects and that will be the 
case in this budget. 
This budget fails the people of Western Australia. Essentially, nothing in the budget deals with violent crime. On 
the issue of homelessness, the government has re-announced an $800 million spend from last year, yet we know that 
it will build only 2 000 homes. This government has failed to deliver for the people of Western Australia. 
MS K.E. GIDDENS (Bateman) [1.02 pm]: I am very pleased to stand today to make my contribution to the 
Appropriation (Capital 2021–22) Bill 2021 and the Appropriation (Recurrent 2021–22) Bill 2021. This is the first 
budget that has been handed down since I became a new member of the forty-first Parliament of Western Australia. 
Like so much about this forty-first Parliament, this state budget will be remembered in history. Some key points 
about the budget include the $5.6 billion operating surplus, economic growth of 5.6 per cent since the start of the 
pandemic and the lowest unemployment rate in the state’s history. Moreover, Western Australia is the only state 
whose economy did not contract in 2019–20; indeed, it has one of the strongest economies anywhere in the world. 
We just heard the member for Cottesloe’s contribution directly before me in which he referred to “revenue this 
government had nothing to do with”! Forgive me if my economic credentials are missing the point, but I make the 
obvious suggestion that the revenue received by the government is a direct result of economic activity that has been 
driven by business confidence; indeed, Western Australia has the highest confidence rating of any state in Australia. 
It is the kind of confidence and revenue that has not been enjoyed by New South Wales, Victoria and the federal 
government. In claiming that the state’s revenue has nothing to do with this government, the member for Cottesloe 
continues to miss the point and demonstrates the tin ear of the Liberal opposition. The people of Western Australia 
are happy that they have jobs. They are happy that they can go out and spend their earnings on renovating their 
house, buying a television, a car or a caravan to wander out yonder and enjoy all the great things that this state has 
to offer. This is a remarkable budget, and it is made even more remarkable by the fact that it was forged in the shadow 
of a global pandemic. 
In my inaugural speech in March this year, I said that we should not be in the service of the economy; rather, the 
economy should be in the service of us. Budgets are not just economic documents; they articulate the values and 
priorities of the government. This budget reflects the key Labor values of fairness and equality, with a commitment 
to core areas of service delivery. For example, an additional $875 million will be spent on social housing, bringing 
the total spend on social housing in the budget to more than $2.1 billion. The budget provides a massive $1.9 billion 
boost in spending on health and mental health. It also provides investment in education, training and workforce 
development, and police, including refurbished and expanded police stations and additional resources to support the 
record 950 additional police officers that will be delivered by this McGowan Labor government. Good governance 
and good budgets have a clear eye to the future and investment initiatives that bring about the kind of state and 
community that we want for ourselves and future generations. I will expand on this later, but I will start closer to 
home by unpacking some of what this budget means for my community in the electorate of Bateman. Before doing 
so, I note and acknowledge that this week marks six months since my election as the member for Bateman. The last 
six months have been an immense privilege and I take a lot of pride in representing my community. I would like 
to thank the people of Bateman for being so welcoming of me in this new role. I already knew that I was a member 
of a special community, but visiting schools, community groups, constituents, sporting clubs and other community 
organisations over the past six months has demonstrated just how amazing the people in my community are. Some 
of the highlights of the last six months include delivering on most of my election commitments. The only exceptions 
are those currently going through building or planning approvals, and I look forward to delivering them all as quickly 
as possible. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 15 September 2021] 

 p3950b-3963a 
Dr David Honey; Ms Kim Giddens; Ms Divina D'Anna; Mr Kevin Michel; Mrs L.A. Munday 

 [7] 

I was able to bring to the people of Bateman the Premier and cabinet ministers in the form of a community cabinet. 
It was a wonderful opportunity for the Premier and cabinet ministers to hear directly from the people in my community. 
The community cabinet was a packed two days. I shared this with my colleague the member for Bicton. We held 
forums on women in sport, healthy rivers and seniors and safety. We had a volunteers’ lunch and a small business 
breakfast. It was a fantastic opportunity for the people of my electorate, and I hope the Premier enjoyed his visit to 
the wonderful electorate of Bateman. 
Mr M. McGowan: It was great — 
Ms K.E. GIDDENS: We enjoyed it. 
Mr M. McGowan: — especially the breakfast! 
Ms K.E. GIDDENS: Breakfast was good. 
I have also had the pleasure of supporting different community initiatives, including the Melville Men’s Shed, which 
I supported through a petition. I thank the community for putting its support behind this great initiative. I also extend 
my thanks to the City of Melville for committing to purchase a building to host a men’s shed in Melville in my 
electorate of Bateman. This has been a long time coming—about 12 years of effort—and it is fabulous to finally 
see it coming to fruition. I am proud to have been a part of that in some small way. 
Another highlight of my first six months in Parliament has been the opportunity to support our really important 
community groups through provision of a first aid course, which I ran in my electorate office. It is one of those simple 
things I can do for people who give their time in our community. The cost of a first aid course can be prohibitive. 
It is another thing that people have to organise and arrange in their busy schedules. I was really pleased to arrange 
to deliver that course. I could fit only 13 community members into my office. I will run it again as a result of the 
demand. If people missed out, I ask them to please rest assured as I will get around to ensuring they have the 
opportunity to attend the first aid course. 
I mentioned the local election commitments. Those 13 commitments relate directly to local initiatives in my 
community, ranging from the $200 000 committed to the Tompkins Park nature playground upgrade, canoes for 
the Bateman Winthrop Scout Group and a spectator marquee for the Palmyra Rugby Union Club. I am particularly 
proud to support netball in my community. Netball is a really huge participation sport, particularly for young girls 
and women. The facilities do not keep up with demand. I made two commitments. The first was to members of the 
Kardinya Netball Club, who train on old bitumen courts that get slippery, which can be dangerous. I am really pleased 
to be delivering, in partnership with the City of Melville, upgraded netball courts. I look forward to that work taking 
place soon. Hopefully, it will be in place for next season. The other commitment to support netball in my area is to 
the Tingara Netball Club. That is a shared commitment with Brentwood Primary School. This will greatly benefit 
students by allowing them to enjoy new and upgraded facilities and support the netball club at the same time. When 
I visited Brentwood Primary School recently, a group of year 4 students came running up to me, asking, “Aren’t you 
that person we saw on the signs?” I said, “Yes, that’s right. I’m the member for Bateman.” They said, “Didn’t you 
make a commitment to get us new basketball courts?” I said that was right. They asked when they were getting 
them. I promised them that we are working on it very hard. Those school students will keep me accountable to that 
commitment. I promise them that I am going as fast as I can to meet that commitment. I would like to give a shout-out 
to the principal and the administration staff at Brentwood Primary School for working so sensitively and listening 
so carefully to the needs of Tingara Netball Club to ensure they get the best outcome for the school, the students and 
the club. I appreciate their efforts. They are just some of the commitments we made. 
I turn now to the funding announced in this budget. As a former teacher, it may figure that one of my great passions 
is quality education. That is why I am really excited that $486 million will be invested in new education infrastructure, 
with a focus on science, technology, engineering and mathematics education, over the next five years. Some of the 
schools in my electorate that have benefited from this include Kardinya Primary School. I will be at that school 
later this evening for its open night, which I look forward to. I attended an assembly to announce that about $25 000 
will be allocated to Kardinya Primary School. The students jumped for joy; it was really exciting to see their 
enthusiasm. Likewise, Winthrop Primary School will be receiving $25 000. Ardross Primary School will benefit from 
$40 000, which will support not only new science equipment, but an upgraded or refurbished science classroom. 
Bateman Primary School will receive $40 000. Brentwood Primary School, which I already mentioned when I spoke 
about the election commitment for upgraded netball courts and playing surfaces, will receive $25 000. That money 
is on top of funding that has already been delivered to many schools in my electorate in the last term of government. 
An initiative of direct interest to my electorate is the $400 million investment in strategic land acquisition for priority 
industrial lots and road corridors for Westport. Western Australia is a trading state within a trading nation. A modern, 
efficient port is essential infrastructure to support the future growth of our state’s economy, and thus will benefit 
all Western Australians. Westport is important to my electorate for another reason. The development of a new outer 
harbour in Kwinana will remove the majority of trucks that currently reach the port of Fremantle via Leach Highway.  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 15 September 2021] 

 p3950b-3963a 
Dr David Honey; Ms Kim Giddens; Ms Divina D'Anna; Mr Kevin Michel; Mrs L.A. Munday 

 [8] 

I would like to put on record the following in relation to Leach Highway. In its first term, the McGowan Labor 
government increased freight on rail, taking well in excess of 100 000 truck movements off Leach Highway every 
year. Construction of the High Street–Stirling Highway intersection is well and truly underway. I visited that site 
with the Premier, Minister Saffioti and the member for Bicton during the community cabinet. A huge and significant 
amount of work is taking place at that intersection. It will go a long way towards improving the flow of traffic, in 
particular truck traffic at that intersection. 
The government has invested in several new intersection upgrades along Leach Highway. As I use that highway 
with my family every day, I can speak to the improved traffic flow that has resulted from those upgrades. The new 
Fremantle Traffic Bridge and new rail bridge will create even more capacity for freight on rail, taking more trucks 
off our roads. The real long-term solution to Leach Highway is to build a genuine east–west freight connection through 
our industrial heartland to a modern port. Not only will this $400 million investment to progress Westport signal the 
McGowan government’s serious commitment to delivering on the outer harbour, but also it eclipses the $135 million 
that the Liberals allocated in their pre-election budget to build Roe 8. I will say that again: the Liberals committed 
$135 million in their pre-election budget to one of their core commitments—a project with a price tag rounding up to 
$2 billion. Even taking into account the contribution of the federal government, that would have left a shortfall of 
$565 million to this key commitment that the Liberals made during the 2020–21 election campaign. I know where 
I will be putting my trust when it comes to deciding who will decide on key infrastructure projects for this state. 
In my inaugural speech, I spoke about three key themes—economic diversification, trade with Asia and climate 
change. I am thrilled that this budget contains a raft of initiatives, including $100 million for an investment, attraction 
and new industries fund; $105 million to build a new state-of-the-art film studio in Fremantle; $120 million to 
streamline Western Australia’s approvals system, and in doing so, unlock billions of dollars’ worth of new projects; 
and a $750 climate action fund. 
Our world is currently grappling with two emergencies: the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change. On the first, 
the world has responded quickly, relatively speaking. Who would have thought they would have seen scenes of city 
streets largely empty, planes on tarmacs and entire industries shut down or that we could respond to this threat with 
a number of vaccines within a year of the first outbreak? Yet this is exactly how large parts of the world responded 
to COVID-19. On climate change, action has not been nearly so fast. There have been five mass extinction events 
on earth: one, 450 million years ago, in which 86 per cent of all species died; 380 million years ago, 75 per cent of 
species died; 255 million years ago, 96 per cent died; 205 million years ago, 80 per cent died; and 70 million years 
ago, 75 per cent of all species were wiped out. All but one of those extinction events involved climate change produced 
by greenhouse gas. Of the one 250 million years ago, the earth warmed by five degrees Celsius and 96 per cent of 
life on earth perished. Estimates suggest that we are currently adding carbon to the atmosphere at least 10 times faster 
than during this mass extinction event. As if that were not sobering enough, I would like to quote David Wallace-Wells 
in the grimly titled—it is a grim read too, by the way—The uninhabitable earth: The story of the future. I quote — 

Many people perceive global warming as a sort of moral and economic debt, accumulated since the beginning 
of the Industrial Revolution and now come due after several centuries. In fact, more than half of the carbon 
exhaled into the atmosphere by the burning of fossil fuels has been emitted in just the past three decades.  

We cannot let the inaction of other jurisdictions be the doona under which we comfort ourselves over our own 
failure to act. The time for leadership is now. That is why I am proud of the McGowan Labor government’s climate 
action fund. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms K.E. GIDDENS: This $750 million investment includes ending logging of our native forests from 2024; investing 
$350 million over 10 years in softwood plantations, sequestering at least 7.9 million tonnes of carbon; $50 million 
for renewable projects, including standalone power systems and wind turbine manufacturing; $50 million to support 
the development of the renewable hydrogen industry; and $144 million in climate response measures, such as 
addressing coastal erosion and capacity for future initiatives. 
I believe that we have the technological solutions to address the challenge of climate change and, in doing so, securing 
not only our environmental future but also our social and economic one. If COVID-19 has shown us anything, it 
is that Western Australians care about each other, our community, our state, our nation and our world. We are not 
driven by self-interest; rather, we are prepared to make personal sacrifices for the common good. We have everything 
we need to meet the challenges of our time, and I look forward to getting on with the job as part of the McGowan 
Labor government. I commend the budget to the house. 
MS D.G. D’ANNA (Kimberley) [1.21 pm]: I rise to speak on the McGowan Labor government budget that is 
delivering on our commitments for the Kimberley. This budget delivers a strong surplus, which enables us to deliver 
major investment, including infrastructure, hospital and mental health services, social housing and climate action 
initiatives. This budget funds our plan for the Kimberley. Whether it is the expansion of the eligibility criteria 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 15 September 2021] 

 p3950b-3963a 
Dr David Honey; Ms Kim Giddens; Ms Divina D'Anna; Mr Kevin Michel; Mrs L.A. Munday 

 [9] 

to access the patient assisted travel scheme, improving our roads or upgrading our schools, communities in the 
Kimberley will benefit from this budget. 
After being elected this March, this is the first budget for me as the member for Kimberley. Therefore, I will 
talk about some of the particular budget items of this government that will benefit the Kimberley. As all members 
know, the electorate of Kimberley is very big; it is around the size of two Victorias. It is home to many remote 
Aboriginal communities, small towns and the most beautiful country in this nation, in my biased opinion! The 
Kimberley is where I have always lived, and it is my home. I am so pleased to see that through this budget we 
will invest billions to create quality local jobs, fund a pipeline of infrastructure works and deliver key services like 
health and education. 
Speaking of health, throughout the coronavirus pandemic we are so lucky in the Kimberley to be essentially 
untouched by the virus. But this is not luck. It is the result of this government’s action to keep our borders shut and 
our remote communities shut, and it is all of us in WA and the Kimberley working together, following the rules 
and keeping our community safe and our economy strong. As I mentioned, the Kimberley is home to many small and 
large remote Aboriginal communities. We know that Aboriginal and other vulnerable people can be at higher risk 
in any public health emergency, and this one is no different. Aboriginal people living in remote communities are at 
greater risk of COVID because of higher rates of other health issues; it is harder to access health care; overcrowding 
in houses; and the remoteness of some locations. All these reasons are why the vaccine rollout is so important for 
my electorate of Kimberley. 
The Minister for Health came up to the Kimberley last week to deliver the budget. He delivered the budget in 
a public forum and talked about the incredible $1.9 billion boost for health and mental health funding across the 
state, and visited local health services. The minister and I also took the opportunity to visit Bidyadanga community. 
He referred to Bidyadanga this week in Parliament. We promoted and encouraged all the local mob to roll up their 
sleeves to get the COVID-19 vaccination to keep themselves and the community safe, with the WA Country Health 
Service working with the local Aboriginal Medical Services and other services. It has been inspiring to see the 
Aboriginal health workers across the Kimberley rolling out the vaccination to our mob. There is a real spirit of 
cooperation and a shared sense of purpose amongst all the health services. It is hard to explain how complicated it 
is for these services to coordinate the logistics. Things such as lots of planes flying around and doing hundreds and 
thousands of kilometres to deliver precious eskies or mobile fridges of vaccines to teams that will go from house 
to house to vaccinate families. We are tackling misinformation, complacency and hesitancy with passion and 
hard work. 
I take this opportunity to shout out to all the awesome health workers from Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Service, 
Royal Flying Doctor Service and WACHS for their ongoing work travelling to our remote communities to 
administer vaccinations. In this budget, we are funding the Royal Flying Doctor Service $10.9 million to upgrade 
aircraft engines. The service is extremely important for people living in the Kimberley. It is an absolutely essential 
service for our regional area. I have spoken in this place previously about the great works of RFDS and I cannot 
sing its praises more. It recently saved the life of one of my family members. 
Another announcement in this budget that hits close to home is the allocation of $19.7 million towards expanding the 
eligibility criteria and a boost for accommodation payments in the patient assisted travel scheme. The accommodation 
allowance will be increased from $60 a night to $100 a night, which will make an incredible difference for those 
who access the service from my community. When this was announced, I received messages of gratitude and requests 
for more details, so I know it was well received in the community. The eligibility will be expanded to patient support 
escorts for patients from vulnerable or disadvantaged groups as well as maternity patients. 
This budget puts regional Western Australians at its front and centre, with a record $9.1 billion infrastructure 
investment over the next four years. The Kimberley is such a remote part of our state, and infrastructure investment 
is key to unlocking opportunities for not only the employment of local people, but also better services closer to 
home, and to make sure that people are getting the same opportunities as those who live down south. The roads are 
key to our lives in the Kimberley. If members have ever travelled around the Kimberley electorate, they will know 
how important the roads are for our community to access services and industries to thrive. It is awesome to see 
$4.5 billion in this budget for major job-creating road projects and safety programs across regional WA. 
We will see over $39 million invested through the regional road safety program to upgrade more than 2 600 kilometres 
of Kimberley roads with road safety treatments. This includes shoulder sealing and audible edge and centre lines. 
We will also see $98 million for upgrades to Great Northern Highway at Ord River in the East Kimberley. This 
upgrade is very important for the section of Great Northern Highway between Halls Creek and the Victoria Highway 
turn-off. Previous network assessments carried out in the Kimberley region identified this section of the Great Northern 
Highway as substandard. Its narrow road width and excessive edge width meant that traffic needed to pass with 
minimal separation and forced vehicles onto the unsealed road shoulder when passing. This upgrade will make it 
safer for many people who drive this stretch of road, and provide employment for local people and businesses. 
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I recently had the pleasure of touring East and West Kimberley with Minister Saffioti, Minister for Transport, to 
visit local people in those jobs in the communities. Not only are local people being employed as road traffic 
controllers, but the small local businesses that own civil works—who employ people with tickets to drive water 
trucks and graders—expressed appreciation for the ongoing work. The quality of the road is fantastic now. I have 
driven on those roads my whole life and some of those roads were terrible. 
The Kimberley is a stunning and unique region and one of its biggest industries is tourism. We are lucky to have 
so many cultures and such a vast country in the Kimberley. I have had countless conversations with locals this dry 
season about how busy tourist destinations are across the Kimberley. It is great for business and for our local 
community. Aboriginal culture is an integral part of Western Australia’s history and it should be celebrated and 
promoted. That is why I am proud to say that this budget is funding $12.1 million towards regional Aboriginal tourism 
initiatives. Tourism represents a significant opportunity for Aboriginal people to secure sustainable economic, social 
and job outcomes.  
This budget funds a range of tourism initiatives based on our election commitments in the Kimberley that include 
$4.5 million for facilities and upgrades in the Yawuru conservation estate, $1.75 million for a boat docking station in 
Danggu Geikie Gorge National Park, $850 000 to develop a long-distance trek through the Wunaamin Miliwundi 
Ranges and $400 000 for a visitor plan for the Dampier Peninsula and Buccaneer Archipelago, which comes after 
this government’s massive investment into the sealing of the Broome Cape Leveque Road on the Dampier Peninsula. 
Tourism represents a significant opportunity for Aboriginal people to secure sustainable economic, social and job 
outcomes—whoops, I think I repeated that! There is something for everyone who comes to the Kimberley for an 
experience. I promise everyone that the sights, sounds, tastes and traditions of local culture will encourage people 
even more to wander out yonder and experience the uniqueness of the oldest living culture. 
One of the other exciting election commitments that this budget funds is the Broome Aboriginal-led specialist 
family violence court that will address the recommendations of the Enhancing family and domestic violence laws: 
Final report, which was prepared by the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia. This will meet our election 
commitment to improve family and domestic violence outcomes. It will provide a family violence intervention 
service offering support to Aboriginal women who have experienced family violence, and their partners or ex-partners 
who have been referred to the court. This court is based on a similar specialist family violence court in Geraldton 
called the Barndimalgu Court. The Broome court will be co-designed with the involvement of the local community. 
This budget recognises the importance of education. This budget is about education and includes $1.5 billion to 
be spent each year to provide regional students with a quality education. It is an incredible investment in Aboriginal 
communities, for our children are our future. This is in addition to $427.5 million over the next four years for 
refurbishments, upgrades and new builds for regional primary and secondary schools. Halls Creek District High 
School will receive $10 million for new classroom blocks and a new food and textile classroom. Broome Senior 
High School will receive $4.4 million for canteen and STEM upgrades. I am also excited that $3.7 million will go 
towards the solar schools initiative that includes installing solar panels on 18 schools across the Kimberley. 
Lately, in my visits around the Kimberley, there has been a lot of talk about crime, particularly youth crime. 
Community safety is important. However, this is a systemic issue that we are not going to fix overnight. These issues 
come from entrenched disadvantage, intergenerational trauma and historical events such as the forced removal of 
children, ongoing displacement, drug and alcohol abuse, and family and domestic violence. There are a lot of complex 
issues to unpack in this area. We need our services to work collaboratively with each other, whether at a state or 
federal level, or from the not-for-profit or business community. We all need to work together to address this issue. 
I have spoken to many ministers in this place about the concerns that the community and I have. I thank these ministers 
for always giving me the time of day to hear about my community’s concerns and their creative and innovative ideas 
on how to address these concerns. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Minister Johnston for listening 
to the representations from the Kimberley community and me, and for his commitment in this budget to put an 
additional $5.1 million towards the Kimberley juvenile justice strategy. This further investment will contribute to 
the continuation of existing night patrols and structured safe-place activities, the establishment of a night patrol 
in Fitzroy Crossing and the co-design to develop options for a scoping document on the location, functionality 
requirements and operating models for a safe-place residential facility. It will also provide for a dedicated staff 
member to coordinate the co-design process for new priority initiatives, because we have all said that we will always 
work with the community and take advice from it on how to best address this issue. Local place-based solutions are 
always best. As I have said before, I am very passionate about the children of the Kimberley and sending these kids 
to Banksia Hill Detention Centre is definitely not the solution. We need holistic approaches and I look forward to 
continuing to fight like a Chihuahua for the Kimberley region. 

Mr J.N. Carey: Like a “chi-chuana”! 

Ms D.G. D’ANNA: Yes, a “chi-chuana”! 
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It is not all doom and gloom for the youth of the Kimberley. Last week I had the privilege of going to a Kimberley 
theatre show. This is one of the positive stories of youth doing great things in our communities. After a long day 
here last week, I flew home and attended a few engagements around the community, so the last thing that I wanted 
to do was to go to a 6.30 show at night to show support. But I took my granddaughter and my son along and I am 
so glad that I went because I was absolutely blown away by the quality of the theatrics, the acrobats and the energy 
that that show produced. I would like to acknowledge Theatre Kimberley, all the young ones from the Beagle Bay 
school who participated in the outreach program and contributed to the show, all the backstage lighting crew, and 
the teachers who took the time to train everyone and put this show together, including making the props. I really 
wanted to mention that because the quality of theatre performances in the regions is something special. I am glad 
that this government has also committed to regional arts and theatres. 

In conclusion, this government is delivering on election commitments—creating local jobs, investing in infrastructure 
works and community safety, and supporting vital services like health and education. I am proud to be part of this 
government that is continuing to build strong and resilient regional communities such as those in the Kimberley. 
I commend this bill to the house. 

MR K.J.J. MICHEL (Pilbara) [1.39 pm]: I rise today to support the Appropriation (Recurrent 2021–22) Bill 2021 
and the Appropriation (Capital 2021–22) Bill 2021 and what this means for the Pilbara economy and local communities. 
I must commend the Premier on delivering his first state budget as Treasurer and for his strong leadership as Premier 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. As a former owner–operator of a small business, I am proud to be part of the McGowan 
Labor government that has demonstrated sound financial management to get the state’s finances back on track. 
I congratulate the Treasurer for delivering this budget. Thanks to the Minister for Mental Health; Aboriginal Affairs; 
Industrial Relations, Hon Stephen Dawson, MLC, for coming to Port Hedland last week, and the Minister for 
Regional Development; Hydrogen Industry; Agriculture and Food, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, who presented the 
2021–22 budget in Karratha. The Pilbara is the engine room of Australia, and I am proud that the McGowan 
government recognises that in this budget with its huge investments in jobs, health, education, training, roads and 
other services across our region. 

One policy I would like to discuss on behalf of my constituents is the $19.8 million regional airfares zone cap to begin 
next year that was announced as part of this budget. This policy will change the lives of many Pilbara residents 
who simply cannot avoid to travel to and from Perth. I thank the Minister for Transport for working with regional 
members and communities since 2017 to deliver on a promise that Pilbara residents have wanted for many years. 
In 2017, after eight and a half years of no action, no funding and no hope from the Liberal–National government, 
our government got into action and undertook a parliamentary inquiry into regional airfares. Since then, Qantas, 
Virgin and Rex Airlines have delivered affordable residential community fares. These include routes across the state, 
but in the Pilbara we worked with BHP and Alliance Airlines to launch $299 community airfares into Port Hedland 
and Newman, representing over 15 000 affordable seats for locals every year. 

Airlines increased the frequency of happy hour sales with discount tickets. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
worked with Qantas to cap return airfares for Pilbara residents at $800. Over the past four years, the hard work we 
have done to reduce airfare costs has resulted in great outcomes for our Pilbara communities. But we go further 
with this policy to cap prices for all regional locations for local residents. Airfares will be capped at $199 one way 
for locations within 1 000 kilometres of Perth, and at $299 one way for locations outside that range. This policy will 
ease a huge burden on local Pilbara residents and I look forward to seeing this roll out next year. I thank again the 
Minister for Transport and the McGowan government for working with me on this issue that is close to the hearts 
of many Pilbara residents. 

There is a range of investment into many areas in this budget. I will now focus on Pilbara health. The $1.9 billion 
investment to improve services throughout Western Australia and to ensure more doctors and nurses in the regions is 
very welcome news to the Pilbara community. The lack of doctors in the regions is no new issue, and the supply and 
retention of GPs is primarily a federal government responsibility. However, it is fantastic to see that the McGowan 
government is responding to this challenge within its capability. The $14.8 million investment to construct a step-up, 
step-down facility in South Hedland is also welcomed, and works on the Karratha facility are still in progress. 

Visitors — Beaconsfield Primary School 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Member, can I interrupt you briefly to welcome the Beaconsfield 
Primary School students. I hope they have had an enlightening visit to Parliament, including hearing from the member 
for Pilbara. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr K.J.J. MICHEL: Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
The $19.7 million investment in the patient assisted travel scheme is also fantastic. Local residents often speak to 
me as a member of Parliament about the need to expand the eligibility of patient support escorts and maternity 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 15 September 2021] 

 p3950b-3963a 
Dr David Honey; Ms Kim Giddens; Ms Divina D'Anna; Mr Kevin Michel; Mrs L.A. Munday 

 [12] 

patients, so this expansion is very welcome news to a lot of residents. It is also fantastic that accommodation subsidies 
for PATS will be raised from $60 a night to $100 a night. Our state government will also invest $10.9 million to 
upgrade Royal Flying Doctor Service aircraft, which is vital for the Pilbara communities. At the Fortescue Festival 
in Newman recently, I spoke with some of the excellent St John Ambulance volunteers who were very pleased 
there would be an additional three full-time paramedics in town. 
Mrs L.A. Munday: Great people. 
Mr K.J.J. MICHEL: Thank you; I know the member for Dawesville is also a paramedic and would be happy about 
that. St John volunteers in Karratha will also welcome the extra allocation of 2.5 paid paramedics. These volunteers 
do an amazing job every day to service our community, and this announcement of additional paramedics will be 
a massive boost to the work they do. 
I would also like to discuss the investment into making our Pilbara communities stronger and safer. The budget 
includes a $1.78 billion investment into the Western Australia Police Force—an investment that will put more police 
on the streets and support the WA Police Force with new equipment. Our government will also invest an additional 
$17 million into regional youth justice services in the Pilbara and Kimberley. This program was established in 2011 
to help divert young people from custody by providing bail support services, case management and supervising 
young people on community-based supervision orders. Our government is working hard to help divert young people 
in the Pilbara and Kimberley away from the justice system to try to get youth on a positive path away from crime. 
Investing in our youth by creating future employment opportunities within the Pilbara, ensuring wraparound services 
are available for troubled youth, and investing in education is how we can create safer communities in the Pilbara 
for local families. 
I am proud that our government is investing in quality education for young people in the Pilbara. I will go through 
some of the commitments that are funded in this budget. The commitments include $5.5 million for a new classroom 
block at Baynton West Primary School in Karratha; a $3.5 million expansion of Baler Primary School in South Hedland; 
$4.5 million for a new classroom block at Cassia Primary School in South Hedland; $1 million to upgrade air 
conditioning and refurbish the music hall at Dampier Primary School; $750 000 for upgrades at Tambrey Primary 
School in Karratha; $700 000 to transform a classroom into a science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
classroom at Newman Senior High School; and $876 000 for the Solar Schools initiative that includes the installation 
of solar panels on 10 schools across the Pilbara.  
The Solar Schools initiative is something that I am particularly proud of advocating for in our region. The Minister 
for Education and Training launched this program late last year with me at Port Hedland Primary School. According 
to Horizon Power, this initiative will reduce school energy bills by around 27 per cent, which is a huge deal for 
schools in the Pilbara. Schools in the north are forced to have their air conditioning systems working overtime to 
keep students cool. In the Pilbara, we need to keep our air conditioners running for almost three-quarters of the year. 
The results of having their systems running constantly means higher electricity bills and maintenance costs. As 
someone who had an air conditioning business and used to be an air conditioning technician before being elected, 
I understand more than most that those maintenance costs can get out of hand very quickly. Since I was elected, 
I have advocated for this initiative in our schools up north—to have solar panels installed, to reduce the cost of 
electricity. The schools that will benefit from this initiative include Baler Primary School, Cassia Primary School, 
Hedland Senior High School, Port Hedland Primary School, South Hedland Primary School, Karratha Primary 
School, Karratha Senior High School, Millars Well Primary School, Pegs Creek Primary School and Tambrey Primary 
School. This really is a fantastic initiative for our Pilbara, and I want to thank the Minister for Education and Training 
for working on it with me. 
The government is also investing in science resources for primary school students across the Pilbara, including remote 
community schools, and an additional $1 million over five years in the successful Better Beginnings program, 
which will expand this award-winning State Library of Western Australia initiative to the Pilbara, including remote 
communities. These commitments show the McGowan government’s dedication to setting our Pilbara classrooms 
up for the future. They come on top of the near $17 million investment in Hedland Senior High School; $42 million 
to redevelop Roebourne District High School; and $27 million for building new workshops and classrooms at the 
South Hedland and Roebourne TAFEs. 
On the topic of our TAFE sector, it is great to see the lower fees, local skills program continuing. I am pleased to 
report to the house that this year the program has seen an increase in enrolments in the Pilbara of 31 per cent. Our 
government is investing $25 million in new state-of-the-art TAFE equipment, $29.8 million to provide 8 000 additional 
vocational education and training places in schools across WA, $19.2 million in a VET career taster program for 
year 9 students and $37 million towards the employer incentive scheme in regional WA. 
I have heard a lot of positive feedback from local Pilbara businesses about the employer incentive scheme, which is 
an excellent financial incentive for employing apprentices or new-entrant trainees. As a former owner and operator 
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of a small business during the boom, I know that finding and paying to employ apprentices was very difficult, and 
I think this incentive scheme is a fantastic boost for local jobs, our local economy and skills for our kids in the future. 
Our government has also committed in this budget to continuing the fantastic regional economic development 
grants program. I am proud to report to the house that since 2018, the RED grants program has invested more than 
$2.3 million in 28 projects in the Pilbara, creating more than 325 local jobs. The RED grants have helped some 
fantastic projects in the Pilbara, including a brewery, a magnesium plant, an Aboriginal–owned and managed green 
waste company, a local engineering firm, and a marine tour and charter business, amongst many other projects. 
I get many emails from businesses and locals wanting to know when the RED grants rounds open; we are currently 
in round 4, with applications closing on 21 October. I look forward to seeing how this round of RED grants will 
help diversify our Pilbara economy and build the sustainability of our communities. 
Our government is delivering the projects that Pilbara locals have wanted to see for a very long time, including the 
Port Hedland Spoilbank Marina and Newman Hospital. The government, in this budget, has now also committed to 
completing stage 4 of the Manuwarra Red Dog Highway, connecting Karratha with Tom Price, which will complete 
this $380 million highway. We are also investing $49 million, through the regional road safety program, to upgrade 
more than 720 kilometres of roads across the Pilbara to keep our roads safe and create local jobs. As someone who 
needs to drive around a large electorate, often for six hours at a time, this is fantastic news, and I know that many 
residents—particularly those in the East Pilbara—will appreciate these safety upgrades. There will also be an investment 
of $120 million to upgrade and seal 100 kilometres of Marble Bar Road, and $36 million for the Port Hedland Airport 
deviation. These are fantastic projects that continue our government’s record investment in regional roads. 
There are many other commitments in this budget, including more than $360 million for the Pilbara Ports Authority’s 
asset improvement program, $10 million towards the Port Hedland sporting and community hub, $5 million for 
improvements to visitor facilities at Conzinc Bay in Murujuga National Park, $16 million to improve visitor facilities 
within Karijini National Park, $45 million to expand the Aboriginal ranger program, $10 million for the new 
Club Night Lights program for floodlighting at community facilities, $12 million for seniors’ safety and security 
rebates, and much more that will help keep our regional economy growing while delivering on our election commitments 
for the local community. 
I am proud to say that the Pilbara community is happy to see a McGowan government that is financially responsible 
and has secured a budget surplus for our state’s future. I would like to congratulate the Premier; Treasurer and 
ministers for delivering a budget that is keeping the Pilbara strong and vibrant, as well as setting our region up for 
the future. On behalf of the Pilbara community, I commend the bills to the house. 
MRS L.A. MUNDAY (Dawesville) [1.56 pm]: I rise to speak to the Appropriation (Recurrent 2021–22) Bill 2021 
and the Appropriation (Capital 2021–22) Bill 2021. I want to thank the McGowan Labor government for delivering 
this milestone budget with record investment for people all over Western Australia—particularly regional areas, 
like my electorate of Dawesville. With rapid population growth for more than a decade, and growing economic 
and tourism opportunities, there is a huge amount of potential for our area. As a result, we have seen an increase 
in demand for services and funding. This state budget has met demand from regional areas. We have seen record 
investments in areas such as health and mental health, community safety, education and training, infrastructure and 
more. This budget shows our strength as a state and also shows that we are using our success to deliver for our 
future. I absolutely support this budget, delivered by Mark McGowan, particularly for its focus on the Peel region. 
I thank the Premier for his strong, persistent and decisive leadership during this pandemic period. 
I became the member for Dawesville six months ago. After nearly 20 years as an ambulance paramedic, and recently 
qualifying as a registered psychologist, my experiences in the areas of health, mental health and improving patient 
outcomes in our community were the reasons for my decision to enter politics. The McGowan Labor government 
has in this budget made a massive investment of $1.9 billion in our healthcare system and mental health services 
across Western Australia. This package of funding will deliver more doctors and nurses to the regions, hundreds of 
new hospital beds and new, expanded services for patients right across our state. This will include a range of important 
projects in regional WA as part of the 2021–22 state budget. This is an area that is incredibly important to me, and 
it will have a huge impact on the people of Dawesville, with increasing demand on the healthcare system. 
Our government is committed more than ever to putting patients first in regional WA. What does this mean for 
Dawesville residents? It means quality health care, closer to home. Over the last four years, the McGowan Labor 
government has invested $265 million in regional healthcare infrastructure. A key part of this ongoing investment 
is $152 million towards the redevelopment and expansion of Peel Health Campus. This will end the privatisation 
of services, which means that the health campus will be brought back into public hands. Redevelopment will deliver 
such things as 63 additional inpatient beds, 12 chemotherapy places, 20 mental health inpatient beds, one additional 
operating theatre, at least 15 palliative care hospice beds, more outpatient services, a new building for medical 
imaging services and the introduction of a 10-bed mental health care emergency centre. This is a massive win for 
both the electorate of Dawesville and for the entire Peel region.  
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Dawesville’s ageing population faces more complex health issues and this commitment will greatly benefit my 
electorate and address the high demand for an expansion of health services in the area, something I have experienced 
firsthand as a paramedic. Another commitment to healthcare services for regional patients is $2.2 million towards 
a women’s community health service in the Peel region. This will connect women with health and support services 
and be a place where they can receive information on types of early intervention. This will provide a less intimidating 
option for women to get help if they are experiencing mental health illness, family or domestic violence, sexual 
violence, or have suffered from child sex abuse. 
The McGowan government will fund all its mental health election commitments through the boost of a record 
$495 million towards the Mental Health Commission in the 2021–22 state budget that will see the delivery of 
community beds and support. The provision of these mental health services for the community will mean that people 
can find appropriate care close to where they live and near families and support networks. 
Investment in community infrastructure is something that has been needed in Dawesville and as the first Labor person 
in Dawesville since the electorate’s inception, it has been a very long time coming for us. My electorate has 
experienced rapid growth over the last 15 years, which has put demand on the need for new social infrastructure, 
community facilities and services. Our population of 9 153 is expected to grow by 49 per cent by 2036. The McGowan 
Labor government has invested $3 million towards the Dawesville Community Centre, a local multipurpose centre 
that will create a hub for community activity. It will include spaces for health services, community meetings, 
outreach services, recreational space and much more. This is a massive project specific to Dawesville and I know 
it will provide benefits for a long time to come. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 3999.] 
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